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The initial season for the Nor-Cal Retired Coaches As-
sociation was a very successful one, way beyond the 
association's  expectations. The newly formed group 
hit the ground running and entered the world of fund 
raising at full speed. As stated in the first issue of the 
"Chalk Talk", over $15,000 was raised. The RCA was 
overjoyed with the response from the community. 
Our "Partners" included many outstanding businesses 
in the area. The first "Scholarship Golf Tournament" 
was held at Riverview Golf and Country Club on July 
28th, 2014. $13,200  of that $15,000 was set aside for 
scholarships and as this second issue of the "Chalk 
Talk" is developing, the RCA Scholarship Committee, 
under the leadership of Bob Lowden, is in the process 
of selecting the scholarship recipients. A Scholarship 
Award Luncheon is scheduled for May 13, at River-
view Golf and Country Club.  
 

 

Currently the RCA is hitting the streets with vigor 
preparing for its second Scholarship  
Golf Tournament, scheduled for July 27th, again at 
Riverview Golf and Country Club. Community busi-
nesses are being approached by RCA members 
and the desire is to maintain all the partnerships 
from last year's campaign and bring new folks on 
board to assist the Association's continued com-
mitment to be an active member in the North 
State Community. The members of the Nor-Cal 
Retired Coaches Association are truly  
"STILL IN THE GAME".  

 

 
Lon McCasland, President 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  
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NOR-CAL RETIRED 

COACHES SCHOLARSHIP  

TOURNAMENT 

We look forward to our  Second Annual Scholar-

ship Tournament to be held on July 27, 2015, at 

the Riverview Golf and Country Club and hope 

you will choose to join us in support of this 

event! 

To renew or purchase a “Tee– sign”  or to  

donate Raffle Prizes Please contact us at  

Email : norcalrca@yahoo.com 

RCA MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

To all retired coaches both male and female: we 
need you in our group! We now have 51 mem-
bers and we are doing some amazing things for 
our communities. We have been bell ringing at 
Christmas, helping with the Special Needs kids 
at the Shea fishing day, helping with the air 
show, and hosting our annual golf tournament. 
This year alone we raised over $15,000  that is 
going back to our area athletes. We were able 
to give eleven  $1,200  awards to student ath-
letes from Happy Camp in the North to Red 
Bluff in the South. To expand on this effort  we 
need all of the retired coaches in our represent-
ed counties to join and get involved. To join our 
TEAM you can call Gary Memeo at 347-6334 or 
go to norcalrca@yahoo.com.  

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 

The RCA Scholarship program is enjoying a very popular 
first year.  The application deadline has passed with 
sixty-seven students applying for the scholarships; rep-
resenting nineteen high schools in the four county re-
gion, Shasta, Siskiyou, Tehama and Trinity Counties.  
The applications were screened to be sure they met the 
basic criteria, then evaluated  by a team of reviewers.  
RCA members then interviewed  those applicants that 
made it through the first two steps. We selected 11 stu-
dent athletes and each will receive a $1,200 scholar-
ship.   

 

The RCA Scholarship Luncheon is set for May 13th  at the 
Riverview Golf and Country Club.  At that time the asso-
ciation will have the opportunity to congratulate the 
award winners and hear from each student about their 
college plans. It promises to be an exciting day.  After 
the students leave for school next fall, the RCA will con-
tinue its presence in these students lives, as a mentor 
will be assigned to each student to stay in touch 
throughout their first year in college to encourage and 
assist them as they make the transition to college. 

 

The RCA members have worked hard over the course of 
the last year in order to be able to raise money for 
these scholarships. Both the RCA members and recipi-
ents hard work is about to be rewarded.  The quality of 
applicants was extremely high and made the decisions 
extremely difficult for the scholarship committee.  The 
award winners are very deserving, and we are sure it 
will give the membership great pleasure to watch these 
students grow and continue their successful education-
al achievements.  

2015 EVENTS  

We have supported Salvation Army Bell Ring-

ing, Elks Club Free Throw Competition,  Team 

Parks  fundraiser to fight leukemia,  and the 

Elk’s Club Easter Egg Hunt.  

FUTURE EVENTS 

April 1st – Membership dues renewal 

May 13 -  Award  scholarships to high school sen-
ior student athletes at our Scholarship Luncheon  
@ Riverview Golf and Country Club 

May 21— J.F. Shea Special Needs Fishing Day  

July 27th – 2nd Annual Scholarship Golf Tourna-
ment at Riverview Golf and Country Club 

mailto:norcalrca@yahoo.com


IN REMEMBRANCE  

Joe Manatowa 
“How Sweet it is” 

 
Joe grew up in poverty on an Indian grant farm near 

Cushing, Oklahoma. He played football, basketball, 

baseball and boxed while in high school at the Chiloc-

co Indian Agricultural School. During World War II, he 

served in the Army (1939-1945). After the Army he 

returned to Kansas and while playing semipro base-

ball he attended Southwest College in Winfield, Kan-

sas, graduating in 1948 with a teaching degree.  

In 1949 he got his first teaching and coaching job at a 

high school in Scott City, Kansas. During the next 10 

years his teams would win 4 league football titles and 

the school’s first League Basketball title.  In 1959, a 

longtime friend, persuaded him to come west and ac-

cept a job at Enterprise High School. Joe and his wife, 

Jean, moved west.  They would raise 3 children: Son: 

Phillip, and Daughters: Rebecca and Elizabeth.  

His success in coaching continued while at Enterprise. 

Joe became head football coach in 1969 and over the 

next decade would compile a 59-52-1 record.  The 

record included four league Championships, and two 

Section Championships.  His undefeated 1971 team 

was voted the top team in Northern California: his 

1972 team won the first NSCIF Championship; a feat 

repeated again in 1976. He was famous for wearing a 

red shirt and red football cleats to games, which are 

still part of the Hornet program. He, also, served as 

school Athletic Director and led the EHS baseball team 

in 1979 following the death of Coach LeRoy Kerr. Joe 

was willing to do anything that would benefit the 

school, and on many a day you would find him mow-

ing the athletic and Physical Education fields.  

 

Although usually remembered as a football 

coach, Joe was much more than that.  He was a 

loving husband and father.  He summed up his 

philosophy in a 1977 Record-Searchlight inter-

view: “Football is just a way of life; you have your 

ups and downs… The game has all the rules of 

life. We hope the boys will be better prepared for 

life after football. They will have been through 

the ill, experienced victory and defeat and will 

have had to  make decisions; some of them right 

and some wrong.  And that’s what life is all 

about”. 

Away from the school campus, he was a tennis 

player, an above average golfer and had a passion 

for horseshoes.  He would build horseshoe pits on 

the back of the school campus and teach both 

fellow teachers and students the love of the 

game. He was always quick to laugh and enjoy 

the day.   

He retired from teaching and coaching in June of 

1979.  On July 6, 1982, the entire community was 

saddened to hear of his death.   In December of 

1982, at a ceremony held in the south gym on the 

Enterprise campus attended by hundreds of fami-

ly, friends, coaches and former players, the gym 

was dedicated to Joe, and became  “Manatowa 

Gymnasium”.  

 



SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT 

SHASTA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER 

     When Shasta Regional Medical Center be-
came our first Gold Sponsor for last year’s in-
augural Nor-Cal Retired Coaches Association 
Scholarship Golf Tournament, all of our mem-
bers were elated!  SRMC’s decision to partner 
with us in support of our commitment to raise 
scholarship funds for deserving high school 
student athletes was validation that our spon-
sorship campaign could indeed be successful 
and could attract high profile major sponsors 
that are well established and highly regarded 
in our community!  

     Shasta Regional Medical Center is com-
mitted to our community’s health and wellbe-
ing!  They have been serving  Northern Califor-
nia since 1945 and are celebrating their 70th 
anniversary this May! SRMC is a fully accredit-
ed hospital and chest pain center. The hospital 
employs over 900 registered nurses, techni-
cians, and support personnel working along-
side more than 350 physicians on staff. 

For the third consecutive year, SRMC has been 
named one of the Nation’s 100 Top Hospitals by 
Truven Health Analytics! Shasta Regional is also a 
twice named Top 50 Cardiovascular Hospital. These 
awards are an honor that distinguishes them for 
their excellence in patient care, the number of lives 
that are saved, core measures, cost of healthcare, 
and patient satisfaction. The hospital is proud of 
their national recognition but even more proud of 
the vital role it plays in saving lives and contributing 
to the wellbeing of our community! 

     We were honored to have both SRMC’s CEO, 
Cyndy Gordon, and the CFO, Becky Levy, and their 
spouses join us for last year’s Scholarship Golf 
Tournament! Their enthusiasm and support for our 
tournament was greatly appreciated!  We are ex-
tremely proud that Shasta Regional Medical Center 
has once again committed to being a Gold Sponsor 
for this year’s second annual Scholarship Golf Tour-
nament!  Thank you SRMC for all that you do in our 
community and for your continued support of the 
Nor-Cal Retired Coaches Association! 

SPONSORSHIP UPDATE 

The 2015 Sponsorship Campaign for our Scholarship Golf Tournament is in full swing! Last year we had 

35 major sponsors for our inaugural tournament and we raised $15,000! Our goal this year is to significant-

ly increase our number of sponsors so we can generate more funds and help many more deserving high 

school student athletes pursue their post-secondary education!  

We have added a Platinum level this year with even more value and benefits to business sponsors 

that would like to support our efforts! Our Sponsorship committee is busy making presentations to po-

tential sponsors as well as last year's sponsors throughout our four northern counties! We would wel-

come the opportunity to meet with your company or a business owner that you know that might be inter-

ested in joining with us to support our local youth!  

To schedule a sponsorship presentation; to ask any questions about our different levels of sponsorship; 

or to refer a prospective sponsor; simply call one of our Sponsorship Co-Chairs. Bob Johnson can be con-

tacted at 227-4594 and Bob Smith can be reached at 243-7090. They would be happy to share the passion, 

excitement and commitment of the Retired Coaches Association and all of our members who are "Still in 

the Game!" and dedicated to helping more student athletes further their education beyond high school!  


